IT DEALS WITH THE COMMUNITY.              191

Before then, it had occurred to myself that the
nations of Europe required first to become Mussul-
mans before they really could be Christians; and in
fact, the Christian faith is Oriental, and though the
faith be circumscribed to no region, yet its manners
and habits are not those of the "West. The two social
features with, which we are acquainted are private
charity and international justice. It is to the
method adopted practically to maintain both that I
attribute more especially the sudden expansion of
Islam, its permanency, and the preservation to the
present hour of its early simplicity of mind and
institutions. I shall now mention the means adopted
in respect to the latter.

A special organisation is only intelligible by a
due appreciation of the relative functions of the
other portions of a state; we must, therefore, first
consider in the Mussulman system the regal prero-
gative, the executive power, and the popular will.

The Prince is the mere executor of the law, but
is not possessed of any portion of legislative power,
nor of judicial functions. The first he cannot pos-
sess, because it is not in exercise at all; the code is
immutable, and royal ordinances (the TJrf) a mere
regulation. As to the second, he is regarded in no
other light than as a private individual; he is liable
to pursuit before the courts of justice, and there are